[Long-term results of chemoradiation therapy for the patients with locally advanced (T4) esophageal cancer].
The prognosis of patients with advanced esophageal cancer is still poor. Recently, concurrent chemoradiation therapy for esophageal cancer is being utilized with increasing frequency. In this study, we reported concurrent chemoradiation for patients with T4 esophageal cancer. From July 2000, we treated 21 consecutive patients with radiation and concurrent chemotherapy using intermittent low-dose FP chemoradiation (40 Gy radiation, 2 Gy/day, for 4 weeks 280/m(2) 5-FU intermittent 24 continuous, CDDP 8 mg/m(2)/intermittent). All patients who underwent the treatment with concurrent CRT completed the planned chemoradiation. Out of 21 patients, 2 (9.5%) showed a complete response and 9 patients (42.8%) showed a partial response. The 5-year survival rate of the T4 patients with CRT was almost the same as for those who underwent surgery alone. Concurrent chemoradiation therapy for T4 esophageal cancer patients is feasible and seems to be a standard treatment for T4 esophageal cancer patients. The results indicated that CRT is an effective therapy for advanced esophageal cancer.